Call for Papers, AAG Boston, 15-19 April 2008
Geographies of Higher Education Reform

Organizers: John Paul C. Catungal and Kate Geddie (University of Toronto)
Discussant: Kris Olds (University of Wisconsin-Madison)

The last ten years represent a significant period of reform in higher education across the globe. For example, regional governments and university consortia have undertaken projects to improve the competitiveness and overall ³quality² of higher education systems (e.g. the European Higher Education Area, ASEAN University Network), national governments and higher education institutions are renewing investment in marketing strategies to attract fee-paying international students, strategic policy shifts have taken place to use universities as magnets to recruit high-skill labour and researchers, and new expectations are placed on the academy to respond to changing political economies (e.g., calls toward more policy-oriented or community-based research).

This session seeks papers that deal with the socio-cultural, political and economic geographies of higher education governance reform, particularly by taking up the broad motif of ³changes and challenges.² Whether in terms of the changing prioritization of the multiple objectives of higher education institutions and systems, or challenges posed by varying socio-political climates, we welcome papers that explore the shifting scales, landscapes, and topographies of governance, as well as the implications of these changes within and outside the academy.

Potential paper topics might include (but are not limited to):
· Changing university relationships: with neighbourhoods, city-regions, the state and industry

· Evidence of strategic convergence (and contradiction) in higher education, human capital mobility, and economic development policies

· Citizenship(s) and the university: changing understandings of what it means to be an academic citizen, including the rise of ideas of "merit" and "relevance" in service, teaching, research and political involvement

· Changing understandings of the university student: consumer, worker, learner, citizen? 

· Trends in higher education reform strategies, e.g. the rise in the use of English for teaching and research, harmonizing curricula, institutional consortia, and double or joint degree programs

Please send a title and abstract (250 words max) to catungalj@geog.utoronto.ca and kate.geddie@utoronto.ca by 20 October, 2007.
